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While the designers made sure she’d be a head-turner,
thera's more to this beauty than first meets the eye. Randy
Peterson, head of systems engineering for Marquis, gave
me some insight.

“The 70 Tri-Deck was a natural expansion of the line for
our 65 owners who wanted, in addition to a larger boat, the
added convenience of an enclosed bridge,” Peterson said.
As far as her construction, and like her smaller sistership,
the 70 is also 1SO Class A rated. The requirements for this
are all certified by IMCI, the European classification agency.

Her hull has four bulkheads, one crash bulkhead, and
a double bulkhead some three to four inches thick in the
engineroom that utilizes sound-deadening material to fimit
additional noise.

“Her bottom shape is a straight prismatic form with
13 degrees at the transom with an increase in deadrise
forward of amidships to give you an acceptable ride when
optimal sea conditions are not present,” Peterson noted. In
addition, the stringer system is encapsulated foam core and
the bottom is solid fiberglass below the waterline.

“We're particularly proud of her engineroom and
provided great headroom and complete accessibility to all
critical engine components and systems,” he said. Finally,
the Marquis 70 uses three-dimensional molding in order to
produce some of her more interesting shapes, such as the
wings and superstructure. “We actually created approxi-
mately 70 removable parts from the mold to get the final
shapes involved,” Peterson said.
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matter the configuration, all have generous stowage.And accommo-
dating semi-custom requests is part of the Marquis philosophy.

It was easy for me to safely roam the boat’s main deck, thanks
to wide side decks, robust railings, and high bulwarks forward and
| could see we were a bit north of Lantana and therefore, nearing
Lake Worth Inlet. The plari was to dock at the Soverel Harbor Marina,
have a relaxing dinner at the River House Restaurant and some con-
versation on our afterdeck, and then enjoy a good night's rest in our
respective staterooms.

Late the next morning we offloaded our gear and headed to the
golf course. Now this was cruising! Located a few minutes away from
the marina, PGA National is one of the premier golf resorts in South
Florida. Originally designed by Tom Fazio for tournament play, it was
reconfigured by Jack Nicklaus in 1990 and is home to the prestigious
Honda Classic.

So there | was, walking in the footsteps of Nicklaus, Couples,
O’Meara, Harrington, and Els, up to the first tee while the Marquis
70 waited close by A hush fell over the crowd.I glanced down the
fairway, taking it all in and noticing the bit of breeze on my back. |
looked at the Titleist 1 ball I gently held in my gloved palm.“Go my
friend, I silently intoned.“Let’s show them where we live'[ teed the
ball up. I approached, I addressed, | swung. Ping/ went my Cobra
driver as | finished high and and looked up to follow my ball. Up
and out. Still flying, continuing to resist gravity until, at its zenith,
it started its return to terra firma. A bounce, another, and a roll,
and it came to rest, 210 yards from where [ stood. Right down the
middle of the fairway! Okay, so there was no hushed crowd, but it
was a great tee shot and a wonderful way to start the round on this
special golf course.

Newcomers to the game, Joan and Jim hit the ball well and kept
it in play most of the time.On The Champion course, 16 of 18 holes
have water hazards and there are a total of 107 sand bunkers, so
it was all too easy for us to find the beach or end up in the deep.
We persevered however, and with smiles on our faces, took on the
challenges of the round. But Mother Nature had other plans for us
and with cloud-to-ground lightning in the area we retired to the 19th
Hole Restaurant for lunch. Once cleared for play, we managed two
more holes before the warning signal once again called us in, this
time for the day.

I slept as well my second night aboard as I did my first, but this
time | dreamed of straight fairway shots, the effortless swing of a

A FULL-BEAM MASTER STATEROOM OFFERS ELEGANT SURROUNDINGS.
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ILOA: 720"

BEAM: 184"

DRAFT: 49"

DISPL.: 108,800 [b.

FUEL: 1,314 gal.

WATER: 200 gal.

DEADRISE: 13 degrees

OPT. POWER: ? x 1,000"hp Cat C185;

2x LES0 hp Cit CaVs, 2 x 1,676 hp Cal Ca2s;

201,200 hp MTU 8V20008, 25 1500 Bp MTU

10V2000 dhiosels OUR MARQUIS 70 SHOWS OFF HER NUVOLARI-LENARD STYLING
TEST POWER: 2 x 1,360 -hp MTU (ABOVE). WE HAD BREAKFAST ON THE AFTERDECK-BEFORE TEEING

10V 2000 dicsels OFF (BELOW). A PRACTICE SWING SHOWS GOOD FORM (BOTTOM};
PRICE AS TESTED: $3,756,540

five-iron, and the reassuring sound of my ball hitting the bottom
of the cup.

On the way back to Ft. Lauderdale the next morning, my day-
dreams drifted to cruising Bahamian waters on the Marquis 70 Tri-
Deck, or crossing the Gulf of Maine to Nova Scotia, or completing
the final leg of a Great Loop trip. There's not much this boat can't
do and it shows that it is definitely possible to enjoy both the voy-
age and the destination. Q
Marquis Yachts, (920) 822-3214; www.marquisyachts.com

GPH dB(A) TEST CONPITIONS: Sea trials were
conducted in about 20 feet of water
in the ICW north of Lake Worth Inlet,
Florida, in calm seas with 15 knots of
wind from the NNE. Speeds were mea-
sured in knots with GPS with half fuel,
full water, and five persons on board.
Fuel consumption was recorded from
the engine electronics and sound levels
were recorded in dB(A) at the helm.
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