SPOTLIGHT

' Luxury Sport Boats |

By Randy Vance

ometimes a boater’s pride calls
S for something special on the

water. That’s the customer Sea
Ray wants.

When the Sea Ray boys pulled the
cover off of the 210 Select, we could
see immediately that this was not a
standard 21-foot model. There was
something about it that made our crew
nod as if to say, “That’s what we were
looking for.”

It’s the fit and finish that shouted
so loudly, and to fully understand it, it
requires opening hatches, looking in the
engine compartment and running your
fingers along the gelcoat.

There was no print through — that
messy look of structural fiberglass rip-
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The Sea Ray 210 Select’s 5.0-liter engine gives
a smooth performance.

pling the glossy finish. A barrier coat
stops that effect and many boat builders
skip that step. We sighted down the
stainless-steel rub rail and noted it was
ruler straight, where necessary, and it
flowed evenly into the curves along

the bow. Screw heads were snug and
smooth in beveled holes for a super
finish.

Inside, hatch hinges were rugged-
looking but finely polished and of stain-
less steel. Latches worked crisply and
positively with a light snap. Sometimes
it takes aftermarket adjustments to get
that fit, but without the superior hard-
ware provided, no adjusting could turn
the trick. Further signs of a solid build
came from stainless-steel windshield
struts and a heavy-duty aluminum rim
around the curved and tinted glass.

The seating is Euro-firm with multi-
density foam covered by a moisture
barrier and then by heavy, durable vinyl
with a leather look and UV protection
for long life and good looks. Three
seating patterns are offered. Our test
boat had our favorite — two bucket
seats and a full sun pad for an upgrade
price of $1,154. Two standard seating ar-

rangements may be preferable to some
boaters because they use two jump seats
beside the engine compartment and re-
duce the sun pad, giving more interior
space for moving around.

At the helm we had a clear view for-
ward from our adjustable bucket seat.
Plenty of legroom for a six-foot driver
added comfort, and the seat adjusts to
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accommodate smaller drivers. A flip-
up bolster helps elevate the view, too.
Smartcraft instrumentation is standard
on the 210, and it’s one of Sea Ray’s
strong points. Our test drivers had a
clear view of the tach, speedo, fuel and
trim gauges. Switches were easy to find
and operate, too.

We liked the deep cockpit and bow
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NOTABLE
FEATURES

e We liked the double bucket
seat arrangement but would
really be tempted to opt for
the back-to-back passenger
seat that folds down for a full
portside seating area.

The extended swim platform
makes the boat seem much
bigger when swimming at
anchor — a favorite pastime of
Sea Ray boaters.

An MP3 port is standard on all
Sea Rays, making an album of
CDs almost obsolete.

A three-step, stainless-steel
ladder is accessible from the
water for convenience and
safety.

Color options include black,
red, blue, pewter and cinnabar,
so you can order your 210
with a custom look.

area and thought parents would enjoy
the ride more knowing their children
were well-protected.

The 210 Select is as upscale as the
name sounds. When you turn up the
Clarion CD player and tunes pump
through the four speakers, knowing
you invested your boating bucks in this
rig will be as soothing as the music.

SEA RAY 210 SELECT

The aft seat
converts to

a reclining
lounger facing
the swim plat-
form.

MORE ON THIS BOAT:

B LENGTH OVERALL: 21’ B BEAM:
%' 8’6" M DRY WEIGHT: 3,694 LB.

s, B PEOPLE/WEIGHT CAPACITY:
8/1,100 LB. M FUEL CAPACITY:
40 GAL. @ MAXIMUM HP: 300 B
NMMA CERTIFIED? YES B MSRP
B (BASE BOAT): $41,198 B MSRP

(TEST BOAT W/ 5.0L MPH, ALPHA):

VITAL STATS TEST DRIVE PROFILE

W TEST ENGINE: 5.0 L MPI, BRAVO Il Pl

W TEST PROP: 20-PITCH, STAINLESS Cruising High Performance
STEEL M TEST LOAD: PEOPLE (380
LB.); FUEL (20 GAL.) B TOP SPEED:
49.1 MPH @ 4,860 RPM M TIME
TO PLANE: NOT TESTED M TIME TO Caoa Y
30 MPH: NOT TESTED l MINIMUM
PLANE: 16.3 MPH @ 2,500 RPM
$43,083 *Performance data by Sea Ray o Y
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Sport Entertainment
Protected Water Open Water

Value Premium

¢ boatinglife.com/searay210select e Circle #142 on p. 115
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