Maintenance Ideas             
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We have a great winterizing program and catch a lot of problems with our regular customer’s boats.  However, we do not perform some of these more extensive maintenance jobs at your expense without a little direction from the boat’s owner.  So here is a list of a few of the common things that we see fail on boats just before a holiday weekend.  Keep long term maintenance in mind and feel free to ask if you have any questions.  It is much easier for you and WakeSide to address these items before they become serious and expensive.
Water Pump Change- This is very important!!
Marine engines use lake water to keep themselves cool.  Running an engine that is unable to cool itself will overheat and cause severe damage in less than a minute.   Your boat has a pump that pushes lake water through the engine.  Just like tires on a car, these impellers need to be changed as they wear out.  They are NOT designed to last more than a couple of seasons.  We recommend impeller changes every year on inboards and every 2 years on I/O’s and outboards.  Please consider taking this good advice and have your impeller changed this winter if has not been done recently.  You may very well save yourself from buying a new engine.  
Gimbel Bearing and U-Joint Inspection / Replacement
Gimbel bearings and U-Joints transfer the power of your engine to your propeller.  They work very hard and are a major component of your boat’s propulsion system.  They should be replaced every three years on stern drive (I/O) boats.  The alternative may be a new drive.

Drive Reseal.  

Stern Drives should be resealed after 5 years of use and anytime water is present in the oil.
Batteries

Batteries have a rough life in boats.  They sit idle for days at a time even during their useful season and then for a few months during the winter.  They bounce around in your boat when they are in use and tend not to get as good a charge as car batteries in many boats.  Plan on replacing your boat battery every two years so you don’t get stuck without when you are ready to use the boat!
Shift Cables and Bellows
Shift cables should be replaced every 5 years or when showing signs of wear.
Detail Clean-

A good detail clean and hand wax will not only bring back the new boat look, it will protect it from the elements.  You will be maintaining your boat and its value by keeping it looking good.
We can also wet sand and buff your boat to bring back the original luster of the hull.  So if your gel coat is faded and looking old, let us give you a quote to rework it.  We have been doing many 20-40 year old ski boats and they look great!!!!

Hull scrubs are a must for any fiberglass boat that sits in the water all summer and not a bad idea for pontoons either.  Add the brightening system to your pontoon scrub to bring back the original coloring of the tubes

