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KNI
WITS

By Roy Attaway

And what of that 41-footer that so captivated the
boating world in 1960? Her story rivals that of the
fabled Phoenix, the bird that rose again from the ashes.

After her auspicious debut at Morehead City,
Knit-Wits spent a brief time as a company demonstrator
before being sold to a contingent from New Orleans
that included lumber dealer Sam Robinson and W.B.
Fox and his two sons, Richard and Brooke.

“Fishermen around New Orleans had just recently
found out there were blue marlin in the Gulf of
Mexico,” Robinson recalled years later. “The problem
was that you had to run out about a hundred miles
offshore to reach the hundred-fathom curve. The water
out there can get pretty mean, so we knew we needed
a really well-built boat.”

Knit-Wits was rechristened Sabalo, Spanish for
tarpon (there are many tarpon in the inshore waters
off the Mississippi Fan) and the name of Robinson’s
company. Robinson and the Foxes kept the boat at
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Venice, Louisiana, which was the last settlement before
the mouth of the river. Here, amid the tall reeds where
the continent’s mightiest river is subsumed by the

Gulf of Mexico, Sabalo lived up to her new owners’
expectations.

“We had to get the pilot boat to haul gasoline down
there,” Robinson went on. “We refueled by pumping the
gas out of 55-gallon drums with a hand-cranked pump.”

In 1968, she was sold again, to Dr. Leslie Warshaw
of Lake Charles, Louisiana.

“We loved that boat,” Dr. Warshaw said. “My wife
and | would load the kids on board and we’d take off.”
The Warshaws fished the boat, too, but also made three
cruises to the Bahamas.

In 1972, Dr. Warshaw—by now a Hatteras
devotee—traded her in on a new 45-foot convertible
and within days the original 41 was bought by Miguel
Carco of Panama, who used her to exploit the incredible
fishery at Pifias Bay.
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