











Th o demgnef of the 56 Motoryacht knows hls hulls.

'_  Onavisitto the Hatteras facﬂlty in New Bern, North Carolina, | sat down
: __W|th Bruce Angei the company’s vice president of engineering and
 product development, to discuss the 56's bottom design. Angel has

THE ENGINEROOM OFFERS OUTSTANDING WORK SPACE (MIDDLE).
THE MASTER STATEROOM 1S TASTEFULLY DECORATED (ABOVE).
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~ been in the marine industry for some 28 years, 25 with Hatteras. "The

 unique thing about the Hatteras hull is something we've been using for

" the past 10 years now, that being the convex bow shape,” he said. What
he is referring to is the more roundedshape forward transitioning aft

to a flat bottom. On the 56 that means five degrees of deadrise at the
transom' What thls has a tendency to do is soften the rrde when there

; |_bles," To _tyveak the perfor_manc_e. Angel_ and his crew colfecge_d data fr_om:;
customers and dealers and compared that with the empirical information

~ from their own exhaustive | testing and calculations. “We've always built

our boats with solid bottoms and embrace ‘che durablhty that Hatteras

has been known for” —KK.

diesels, has the gearbox facing forward allowing for the engine-
room to be positioned as far aft as possible. This frees up additional
space for the accommodations.

But no matter how nicely she is laid out, or how much stowage
space there is aboard, at her heart, the 56 Motoryacht is Hatteras-
built. And that means performance as well as durability, By the time
we slow-belled the no-wake zone through Adams Creek, we were
just shy of Beaufort Inlet."Hey, Cap,'] said to Dunst,"How about we
take her out where’s there's some water?”

With a 25-knot wind right on the nose, and out of the protection
of the ICW, the inlet was white-capped and roiling. We put every-
thing away that could hit the decks and made for the open ocean.
The seas were running a good five to seven feet with a couple of
potentially kidney-shaking, teeth-rattling big ones thrown in just to
make things interesting. At 2100 rpm we were maintaining about 21
knots. When we had to, we dropped down to 1860 rpm and poked
along af just under 17 knots,

We spent a good half an hour running that water, taking it on
the bow as well as handling quartering and following seas. There
was no pounding or slapping and, when | went below to have a
look around, I found that no locker, drawer, or cabinet had thrown
itself open.

And to top off the rough waters, when we approached the slip
at the Beaufort Town Dock, with that insistent 25-knot wind, we
faced a potentially dicey situation. Given the rather tight condi-
tions with large boats all around, Dunst poked the bow in first
and was quickly able to size things up. With a quick maneuver
that brought us parallel to the inner basin, we let the wind slide us
in while maintaining control with a nudge here and there on the
bowthruster and some finesse of the starboard engine with reverse
thrust. Then, once we were in the right position, Dunst let the big
35 x 45, 8bladed wheels bite and applied just enough power to
slide right back into the slip. Oh yes, about the weather:; That late
afternoon wind brought in a hellacious thunderstorm about 45
minutes after we shut down. And while it’s nice to know you have
a boat that can take unexpected sea conditions, it'’s also nice to be
tied up safely at the dock.

From all indications, the 56 Motoryacht has proven she deserves
her position in the fleet. She is built with all the attention to detail
the builder is known for, including robust construction, roominess,
and the ability to take adverse sea conditions when needed. I'm
hoping they call me when hull number two is ready to go. 1
Hatteras Yachts, (252) 633-3101; wwuw hatterasyachts.com
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