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OPENING SPREAD AND FACING PAGE BOTTOM
RIGHT: HATTERAS ENGINEER DAVE BROWN
(LEFT) REELS IN A BIGGER-THAN-LEGAL
GROUPER WHILE HATTERASCAL MATE BEN
HORNING IS THERE WITH THE GAFF ON THE

GOGT, THE SPEEDSTER OF THE HATTERAS FLEET

s someone who spends way too much
n time in front of a computer screen, | felt

the same way as Brown, who is one of 35
or 50 engineers at Hatteras’ New Bern, NC HQ.
Certainly the deep blue Gulfstream waters, the
smell of ballyhoo bait, freshly caught snapper and
grouper, and the sweet feeling of hooking dinner
was much better than reading a technical specifi-
cation of a yacht on the other side of the world. The
fishing trip out of West End, Grand Bahama, was a
very pleasant surprise for me. Hatteras Marketing
Director David Ritchie had thrown out the invite
during the Miami Boat Show and | knew better than
to look a gift fish in the mouth, although | have to
admit that 60-pounder made avoiding it quite diffi-
cult. Good thing we had to toss it back.

“New Bahamian regulations limit the possession
of grouper to no more than 20 pounds, so that one
fish tripled our maximurmn,” said Ritchie, who is well
schooled (pardon the pun) in fishing circles, having
served as editor of Marlin Magazine for 10 years.
“Besides, they tend to get a little wormy when they
grow that big."”

Ritchie is just one example of the knowledgeable
and passionate team at Hatteras. No other sport-

fishing manufacturer spends more time and money
putting their multi-million-dollar yachts out into the
wide world of big game fishing tournaments—and
winning them—than Hatteras, not to mention the
annual Bertram-Hatteras shootout, which Hat-
terascal won for 10 straight years until 2007.

The 60GT, which was launched just before the
Miami Boat Show (see boat review this issue) is the
fastest Hatteras ever at 42 knots, as we found out
as we headed out of Old Bahama Bay Marina and
into a choppy Gulf Stream, where the GT handled
like a champ, and the resin-infused hull was solid
as a rock.

“When we sat down at the drawing board a cou-
ple years ago to plan this boat, we decided the two
most important factors were speed and sex
appeal,” said Ritchie. “We got the speed thanks to a
lighter boat with the new SCRIMP technology,
along with coring the interior. That shaved about
5000 pounds off, and with the new Caterpillar C32
Acert engines we can achieve the speeds that are
crucial to bluewater anglers. As for the styling, we
have the full teak cockpit package, a center console
helm, wraparound windshield mask, tumblehome at
the stern and a pronounced, flared, Carolina bow."

YACHTS INTERNATIONAL

They say a bad day fishing is better than a great
day in the office, and so a good day fishing must
be just about as good as it gets. Captain Dave
Fields and Mate Ben Horning both proved their
mettle when it came to serious sportfishing skills,
and Hatterascal’s good luck actually broke my bad
luck streak—a fishing dry spell that had gone on for
several years. |, along with everyone on board,
hooked a fish, and in only a couple of days the boat
had gaffed wahoo, tuna, grouper, mutton snapper
and plenty of large dorado.

As the sun went down over the horizon, we head-
ed back to Old Bahama Bay Resort on the western
tip of Grand Bahama. After filleting the day’s catch,
Captain Fields lightly breaded and then delicately
fried our feast that evening. As the night wore on
the dock behind Hatterascal became the gathering
spot for other anglers and cruising yacht couples in
the marina, many of whom owned Hatteras yachts,
representing at least 25 years of different—yet still
timeless —styles. It became a makeshift Hatteras
rendezvous, which is precisely the goal of the com-
pany: to create good dock talk, keep repeat buyers
and bring in new ones. Certainly they have the

know-how to make that catch. =



